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Luke 4:1-3 (NIV) “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 

the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 

during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.” 

 

I’ve marveled at this scripture often. Let’s examine the situation. Jesus is baptized by 

John, the Holy Spirit descends upon him like a dove, the Father speaks words of 

affirmation, and next the Holy Spirit leads Jesus into the desert. He doesn’t eat for forty 

days and is tempted daily by the devil. 

 

I don’t know about you, but this made no sense to me for many years. It sure seems like 

Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, would have immediately launched into ministry. I think 

that is what most of us would expect. The Lord speaks to us and we launch out into 

ministry. Maybe that’s why things don’t always work out right away. Perhaps the Lord 

had a different plan in mind. Could it be that the Holy Spirit leading Jesus into the desert 

is a pattern that we are to submit to as well? 

 

In 2001, my wife and I were priviledged to come along side a wonderful pastor and plant 

a church. I served on staff as the Associate Pastor, preached and taught often, sat on the 

Board, and established ministries within the church. About a year and a half ago, the Lord 

started pulling us out of active duty at the church. We recognized that He was moving us 

to a new season of ministry and that our time developing a church was training for 

someone new. However, for over a year, He did not reveal that new thing. 

 

It was a time in the desert, during which we were tempted often to jump out on our own. 

The devil told us often that we were ready for ministry, in fact that we deserved it, but the 

Holy Spirit told us to stand. We stood and stood and stood, until our spiritual feet were 

tired and then we stood some more. Finally, last Thanksgiving morning at around 4:00, 

the Lord revealed His plan – a traveling teaching ministry called For the Lord Ministries. 

 

On January 10
th

 of this year, we launched out on our first trip and had many opportunities 

to minister to individuals and congregations throughout Oregon and Southern California. 

Then, just as things seemed to be clicking, the Lord called us home. Again, we inquired 

as to the reason, but there was no clear answer; only the devil tempting us to be upset at 

God or to launch out on another trip. Again, we stood and waited. Recently, God revealed 

to us that we are in a time of preparation. 

 

It was at that moment that it clicked as to why Jesus had to go into the desert for forty 

days to be tempted by the devil. It was a time of preparation for ministry. I believe that 

Jesus would not have been able to do all the amazing miracles or teach with such 

authority or complete his mission, if he had not submitted to that time of preparation in 

the desert. If Jesus needed to be prepared for ministry, how much more do we need to 

submit to God’s will for times of preparation, as He prepares us for seasons of ministry. 

 



It reminds me of the story of the Silver Smith. He submits silver ore to fire and it melts 

into a kettle. The heat separates the silver from the dross (impurities). As the dross floats 

to the top, the Smith scoops it off. He knows that the process is complete, when he can 

see his face in the molten silver. Deserts are hot and the devil is there turning up the heat 

through temptation, but God is with you, scooping off the impurities. When He can 

finally see His face in us, our time of preparation is finished and we are ready to do 

God’s work. 

 


